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" The factas and conclusions in subject paper appear

Among the advantages of such a project would be t_h.

8

. Dy

While there can be no doubt of the cyniciam with
which the Kremlin is capable of vieclating Marxist
and Leninist principles when these principles
econflict with Soviet natlional ambiilons, neverthe-
less Marxism-leninism is the officlal religlon of
the USBR, and constitutes the standard of morals
and of values, For this reason, a close study of
the teachings of Marx and Lenin, and of the manner
in which these teachings have. heen applied to the
prastieal problems of Soviet poligy, would contri-
“btute substantially toward our ability to under-
stand and anticipate this policy.

In sddition to those aspeats of Soviet policy
attributable to Marxism and Leninism, there are
numerous characteristiss of Soviet thought and
a6tion which, 1t is believed, would be a reward-
ing field of study for competent experts. Decause
of the autocrstic and rigid pattern which runs
through Soviet bureaucracy, there seems tv be an
sver-increasing tendency toward standardization
in every phase of intellsctual aetivity, I this

-~ be true, then the official Krealin mentality

should lend itself readily to systematic analysis.
Asids from the applicadbility of sush a project to

. the USSR, there is a general consideration regard-

-ing the plan suggested which deserves attention,
- The nuxber of compatent intelligencs analysts

presently in Covernment service is extremely limited,

This is particularly true of those devoting their
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attention to the USSR, The result 1a that their

~ time and energy is concentrated almost entirely
on the myriad of day-to-day problems invelved in
analysing and reporting current developments,
Pew, if any, are in a poaition to view the broader
aspects of the situation with that detachment and
leisure necessary for an analysis of major long~
range trends, If a staff of competent expsris
could be asaembled and freed from adninistrative
and current intelligence responsibilities, they
sould in all probability, make a substantial cone
tribution to our USSR intelligence,

3. In considering the project, however, it is believed
that account should be taken of certain adverse factars, including
the following:

a. The difficulty which any Westerner, no matbter ’
how well versed in Rusgian history, Soviet theory,
etc,, would encounter in attempting to duplicate
the thinking processes of the men on the Pelitburu,
Not only have these men been conditicned by an
atmosphere alsost incomprehensible to the West,

‘tut we have no way of knowing just what informa-~
tion, misinformation, and distortions of informae
tion reach the top of the Soviet bureaucratic mage
and form the basis of Noscow poliay.

be Because of the ﬁhartagt of oompeteni personnel
mentioned in paragraph 2(c¢) sbove, it would be
- difficult adequately to staff such a project
without stripping the Covernment Departments of
men vitally needed for more immediate responsi-
blliities,
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